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Librarians root for digitization

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/493326/librarians-root-diqgitisation.html

Ruchira Talapatra, New Delhi, Aug 05, 2015, DHNS:

With digitisation in libraries, we will miss librarians like Lt Joe Bookman from Seinfeld (his role was
most felt in Season 3, Episode 5).

Lt Bookman was known as ‘the library cop’ for being authoritative and a proud patron of books. Without many
books in the library and readers preferring to read on their pho-nes, kindles and laptops, people no longer have
to visit the library and know their librarian.

Now it’s a boring saga of hardcore coding and decoding where new age librarians find themselves as engineers
of these institutions, creating repositories like Shodhganga for its customers. Shodhganga, Libgen and some
more have become e-libraries for many students in the country.

Subhash C Biswas retired as a librarian. He served in almost all well-positioned libraries in the country,
including the National Library. He started as a government college librarian. “The highest serving libraries are
academic libraries. Due to digitisation, the clientele and the librarian have nearly ended and now the role of the
librarian is to go to conferences and seminars across the world, to be adept with latest technology and make a
more technology-based, customer friendly environment so that the readers don’t even have to visit the library,”
he tells Metrolife.

According to Biswas, librarianship courses are pursued only to get employment. In India, very few in this field
explore opportunities that the profession offers. “When I started as a college librarian’s assistant, librarians were
considered clerks, unintelligent people and, in schools they came under the ‘non-teaching staff’. Their salaries
were lower, and most of them were not even book lovers. Some of them did not even do a course on
librarianship” Kalpana Dasgupta from the READ India advisory board and former director of Central
Secretariat library says, “Yes, librarians have an ideological connect with books. But creating a ‘soft-copy’ for
every book in the world is not possible and so almost all the libraries across the world are "hybrid’ in nature.
Therefore, librarians will always have a role to play.”

Preservation remains the best argument for digitising libraries. Dasgupta also recounts a time when the Central
Secretariat library lost two years of digital data from their library, but she refrains from naming the year this
happened for obvious reasons. “The main problem is that technology is changing at a fast pace and with every
upgradation, librarians are not able to pull themselves. Though data is recoverable at all times, but sometimes
we lack the specialists who can do so,” she says.

Dasgupta and Biswas both agree that the 11T Delhi and JNU libraries are some of the best libraries where
digitisation has helped tremendously.

The 11T Delhi library now has Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) system in place. “Now students can come
in anytime and issue books they require. It works just like an ATM machine and your Metro smart card. So

now, the library does not shut down at five anymore,” says deputy librarian Dr Nabi Hasan.

Usha Mujoo Munshi, librarian at Indian Institute of Public Administration is one of the pioneers who started
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digitisation in the country. She and some other members created the first electronic journal of Indian Statistical
Institute in 1999. She believes that conversion of books to digital is not a big issue and that 80 per cent of the
libraries here are not even equipped enough to carry out digitisation.

“The word digitisation does not mean only transcribing books from print to digital. It also means developing
innovative technology to preserve and distribute the same knowledge to a wide audience for free. Now, there is
more reliable, credible information available to readers. Also, servers other than Google can offer “valid’
information on a topic,” says Munshi.

“Most books now have an e-version, and even students prefer that. But | think students should refer to
handbooks than e-texts. It is easy to skim through an e-text but in books you tend to read more,” says Vikram
Singh, a professor at IIT Delhi.

“Libraries no longer issue more than one book from publishers, because one e-book can be easily read by more
than one person from their homes. Which may be a bane for publishers but not for the library,” says Hasan.
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IT'T Roorkee
toreadmit
expelled
students

DEHRADUN, PTI: IIT Roorkee
has decided to grant condition-
al readmission to all 71 students
who were expelled by the pre-
mier institute for underperfor-
mance last month.

The decision to grant read-
mission to the expelled stu-
dents with some stringent pre-
conditions was taken on
Monday night by the institute’s
senate, the Dean of Students
Welfare D K Nauriyal said.

“Taking a lenient view, the
senate after considering all as-
pects of the situation especially
the future of the students took
the decision,” the Dean said.

The conditions for readmis-
sion put forward by the Senate
include starting afresh from
the first semester, scoring at
least five Cumulative Grade
Points Average (CGPA) or
more in both first and second
semester exams, not failing in
any of the subjects and 75 per
cent attendance in all subjects,
Nauriyal added.

The relief comes to students
nearly a month after their ex-
pulsion from the institute dur-
ing which some of them had
approached the Uttarakhand
High Court for a reprieve but
tono avail.

Initially, 73 students were ex-
pelled by the institute for scor-
ing less than five CGPA in their
first and second semester B
Tech exams, making it the first
IIT in the country to resort to
expulsions on such a wide
scale.

However, the two of them
were taken back after some dis-
crepancies were detected in
their expulsion, bringing down
the number of expelled stu-
dents to 71, Nauriyal said.
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InnoFest to be held at 11Sc on Aug 22

Bengaluru, Aug 4:

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/features/smartbuy/tech-news/innofest-to-be-held-at-iisc-on-aug-
22/article7499451.ece

iISPIRT has announced the launch of InnoFest, an event focused on kickstarting the next wave of innovation in
the country.

It will be held at the Indian Institute of Science on August 22 and will see participation from Ravi Shankar
Prasad, Minister for Communications and Information Technology, Government of India; Arvind Panagariya,
Chairman, NITI Aayog; Jayant Sinha, Minister of State for Finance, Government of India; Nandan Nilekani,
former Chairman of Infosys and former Chairman of UIDAI, and Mohandas Pai, Chairman of the Board,
Manipal Global Education.

"If we are going to increase productivity, employment and opportunity for everyone in this country then we
need a grassroot movement that will bring the best ideas to the table,” said Pai.
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According to Sharad Sharma, Co-Founder of iSPIRT and Co-Convenor of InnoFest, “If companies can innovate
and transform their functioning and performance radically, why can’t countries."

Future of education is e-learning: 11T Prof.

http://www.thestatesman.com/news/odisha/future-of-education-is-e-learning-iit-prof/80275.html

The Massive Online Open Courses (MOOC) created by 53 autonomous institutes of the country will prove to be
the game changer for the entire educational scenario, observed Deepak B Pathak of II'T, Mumbai, a pioneer in
the field of e-learning activities.

Inaugurating the A N Khosla Centre for Technology Enabled Learning at the National Institute of Technology
of Rourkela here on Tuesday, Pathak emphasized on the expanding reach of Information and Communication
Technology (ICT). He felt that this would enable the faculties to develop better pedagogical tools for imparting
education.

The Principal Investigator of the Teach 10000 Teacher (T10KT) of National Mission on Education through
Information and Communication Technology, Government of India, Pathak said, “faculties must improve
quality of teaching through technical support system”.

Besides, he felt, “there is an urgent need for the teachers to reach the underprivileged of the society to enhance
their knowledge base and bring them to a level where they can compete with others”.

“It is a request to all the faculties to adopt technology in teaching and especially the greater advantages of ICT”.
He was of the opinion that teaching should not remain confined to class room teachings only it should move
beyond he campuses. Only then will, “teaching reach millions at one point in time enabling many to learn”.

Director NIT Rourkela, Sunil K Sadangi said the future of education is e-learning and no one can stop this, so
the faculties, mostly the younger lot, should learn the intricacies of it”.

Several educationists, directors of institutes and technical varsities participated in the workshop that followed
the inaugural function. Sarat Kumar Patra of NIT Rourkela made a presentation on use of different pedagogical
elements in the teaching learning process.

The convener of the workshop Suchismita Chinara, of Computer Science Engineering Dept, who will
incidentally lead the Centre conducted hands on practice on the course management for the faculty members of
NIT Rourkela.

Read more at http://www.thestatesman.com/news/odisha/future-of-education-is-e-learning-iit-
prof/80275.html#TvScfyiSMOpdzglE.99
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